United Nations A/59/824AS/2005/363

Q”” \1\,) General Assembly Distr.: General
: : 2 June 2005
%7 Security Council une
Original: English
General Assembly Security Council
Fifty-ninth session Sixtieth year

Agenda items 36, 37, 62 and 148
The situation in the Middle East
Question of Palestine

Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the
region of the Middle East

Measures to eliminate international terrorism

Letter dated 31 May 2005 from the Permanent Representative of
Bahrain to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General

I take pleasure in enclosing the Joint Communiqué of the fifteenth session of
the Ministerial Meeting between the Gulf Cooperation Council States and the
European Union, which was held in Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain, on 5 April 2003
(see annex).

1 would appreciate it if you would have the present letter and its annex
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Annex to the letter dated 31 May 2005 from the Permanent
Representative of Bahrain to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-General

Joint Communiqué of the fifteenth session of the Joint Council
and Ministerial Meeting between the Gulf Cooperation Council
States and the European Union held in Manama, Bahrain, on

5 April 2005

L.

The fifteenth session of the Joinmt Council established in accordance with the Co-operation
Agreemaent between the European Community on the ope hand, and the States of the Co-
operation Council for the Arab States of the Gulf (State of the United Arab Exairates, Kingdom
of Bahrain, Kingdorm of Saudi Arabia, Sultanate of Oman, State of Qatar and State of Kuwait)
on the other hand, was held in Manama on 5 April 2005.

The GCC delegation was led by H.E Sheikh Mohammed Bin Mubarak Al-Kbalifa, Deputy
Prime Minister, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Babrain and President of the
Ministerial Council of the GCC. The GCC Secretariat was represented by H.E. Abdnlrabman
Hamad Al-Attiyah Secretary Gemeral. The EU delegation was led by Mr. Jean Asselbom,
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs and Immigration of Luxembourg and
President of the Council of the European Union. The Ewropean Commission was represented by
Commissioners Benita Ferrero-Waldner and Peter Mandelson.

. The meeting took place in a friendly and constmctive atmosphere. In preparation of this

meeting, EU and GCC officials had met in Brussels on & March and 9 March in the Joint Co-
opcration Committee and for & Regiona! Political Directors” mesting respectively.

Implementation of the co-operation agreement

The Joint Council stressed jts shared political will to further relations and co-operation in all
aress besides trade and cconornic issues. The Ministers backed the agreements reached at the
Joint Cooperation Cormmittee and noted discussions among regional directors, expressing
particular their shared readiness in view of their next mesting in 2006 to undertake enhanced
cooperation that will encompass the palitical, economic and social fields; that would be
modulated in function of the parties’ interests and that would seek complementarities with other
distinct but paralle] rutiatives.

The Ministers invited their officials to follow up specifically in the economic area, through the
nolding of a new Economic dizlogue meeting in June,

In addition, the Ministers welcomed og-going cooperation in the energy field and agreed an the
importance of strengthening such work. Figally, the Ministers welcomed the decision of the EU
and the GCC to further environment cooperation through meetings in the margins of
international conferences to discuss climate change jssues. Both sides also agreed to intensify
their dialogue on environmenta) topics, in particular on the issue of climate change.

The Joint Council teok note of the Qatan proposal to the World Trade Organisation to add
natural gas and its by-products to the organisation's list of environmoental goods.

Free Trade Area negotiations
The Joint Council reviewed the state of play on the EU-GCC Frec Trade Arca negotiations and

stated its political cormmitment %o conclude these negotiations without undue delays. The Partjes
welcomed progress achieved so far and noted areas where further progress was needed on the
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trade and the political sides. They invited their respective Heads of negotiations to make rapid
progress, in particular on services, industrial tariffs and public procurement. They also noted the
progress made and the importance of a rapid conclusion of the negotiations on human rights,
terrorism, weapons of mass destruction and migration issues. The Joint Council noted that all
these negotiations constituted a single undertaking and a true reflection of the overall pature of
their relationship. The Ministers agread that 3 new negotiating yound should ke place from tbe
7® to the 9% of Juge in Brussels and will take the necessary steps to ensure that the required
exchanges of offers, in paticnlar on services, have taken place sufficiently in advance for
fruithal negotiations. The Joint Council noted the Parties” copmmitment to do their utmost to
conchide the negotiations at the earliest possible stage and preferably before the end of 2005.
The early completion of the FTA negotiations would represent 2 significant step towards the
establishment of a deeper GCC-EU relationship, as the EU has underlined in its initiative on the
Strategic Partnership.

5. Exchange of views on developments in the two regions

The Joint Council welcomed the GCC report on the GCC Manama Summit in December 2004
and noted progress in various fields incloding the integration and unification of economic
systems and policies (through the approval of a yumber of unified laws in the agricultural and
industrial ficlds), the joint action on the emviromment, protection of the environment and its
natural resources, the comprehensive development of ¢ducation, and Jegal co-operation, as well
as the measures which bave been taken by several GCC Member States on political reform. In
this regard, the Joint Council stressed that the development and modernisation process on
political, economic and social domains should come from within the states and regioms
concerned and be owned by them.

‘The Buropean Union conveyed its vicw regarding bilateral free trade agrecments by individual
states with other third countries. The EU considers regional econormic imtegration processes, as
important instruments for peace, stability and prosperity.

The Joint Council heard an EU report om the state of play regarding developments within the
EU, inchiding the Constitutiona) Treaty and the crlarpement of the Union as well as an
introduction to the Strategic Partnership and its mutual benefits for both the Union and the
partner countrics.

6. Exchange of views on political questions of coramon interest

The GCC and the EU reviewed a series of international and regional political igsues of mutua?
interest and had an #xchange of views on developments in the fwo regions with a view to
supporting and enhancing regionsl peace, security and stability, which remain shared foreign
policy objectives of key importance, The GCC and the EU reiterated their determination to
further develop this polifieal dialogne in order lo sesk commom sohutions to the common
chailenges facing their respective regions and peoples.

6.i Regionnl isyner
6.1.1. Developments in the Middie East

The GCC and the EU welcomed recent developments regarding the lsrueli-Palestinian conflict
in. particular the commitment made by both parties at the Sharm El Sheikh Swmmit on B
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February 2005 to stop all acts of violence, including all acts of terorism, and to cease all
military activity in paraliel. The GCC and the EU called on all parties concerned to respect this
agreement and asked the regiopal players and the international commmumity to give their full
support. They strongly encouraged Israelis and Palestimans o rapidly mplement the Sharm el
Sheikh commitments and to continue on the path of dialogue and political negotiation.

2005 started with the successful holding of Palestinian presidential elections on 9 January
which - accompanied by ongoing municipal elections - will be followed by legislative elections
in July this year. The London Meeting on Supporting the Palestinian Authority of 1 March
2005 and its conclusions were welcomed by the GCC and the EU. Both sides confirmed their
intention 1o continue their financial support to the Palestimian Authority with clear objectives
and conditions, which is essential to support needed refouns end to belp the Palestinian
Authority prepare to assume control over areas from which Israel intends to withdraw.

The GCC and the EU weloomed the prospect of lsradl’s withdrawal from Gaza and from
certain parts of the northern West Bank as an initiel stage in the process towards achieving a

just, lasting and comprehensive peace in the Middle East They reiterated their previously

expressed view that a withdrawal covld represent a step towards the implementation of the
Roadmap provided that it takes place in the context of the Roadmap, that it is a step towards a
two state solution, that it does not involve a transfer of settlement activity to the West Bank,
that there is an organised and negotiated handover of respemsibility to the Palestinian Authority,
and that Israc] facilitates rehabilitation and reconstruction jn Gaza. The proposed withdrawal
should be properly orchestrated with the international community, mcluding through the next
meeting of the Ad Hoc Lizison Committee (AHLC), so as to permit the maintenance of security
as well as rehabilitation and reconstruction in Gaza.

The GCC and the EU welcome the steps taken by the Palestivian Authority to address the issue
of security and called on it to continue its efforts in this regard Both sides also ealled on the
Istach Government to take further action o alleviate the suffering of Palestmisns by lifting
prohjbitions on movement, reversing its settlement policy and reversing the construction of the
so-called sceurity fepce in the Palestinian temitory, including in and around East Jerusalem.
With regard to the latter, both sides acknowledged the Advisory Opinion of the International
Court of Justice of last 9 July.

The GCC and the EY reaffimed their commitment that a1l efforts as described above have to
lead to a nepotiated two-State solution apreed between the parties which would resudt in a

viable, contiguous, soversign, democratic and independent Palestinian State living side by side .

in peace with Istael, within recogmised and securs borders. They also reaffirmed their belief
that the Quartet Roadmap, endorsed by UNSCR 1515, represented the Toute to achieving such
an outcorme, and calied on both sides to fulfil their obligations under the Roadmap. They noted
with apprecistion the statement issued by the Quartet after its meeting in London on 1 March
2005.

The GCC and the EU confirmed their shared position that they would not recognise any change
to the pre-1967 borders other than those arrived at by agreement between the parties and that no
declared views on the possible shape of a final setlement could pre-empt the negotiation of that
settlement They also noted that the refugee question and the manner in which the right of
return may be realised remained also a Final Status issue and that the Roadmap stated that a
final and comprehensijve permanent status agrocmuent that ended the Isracki-Palestinian conflict
must include ap agrecd, just, fair and realistic solution to this guestion.
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They agreed that Final Status issues were 2 matter for negotiation and agreement between the
two parties themselves and must not be prejudged. They furthermare concurred that sccure and
recognised borders should emerge from negotiations bstween the parties in accordance with
UN Security Council Resclutions 242, 338, 1397 and 1515. These and other relevent Security
Council Resolntions rmust form the basis for a just and laming settlement of the conflict.

The GCC and the EU stated that a just, lasting and womprehensive peace must meet the
legitimate aspirations of both the Israeli and Palestinian people and mmust joclude Lebanon and
Syria. They also called on all States in the region to exest every effort to promote peace and to
combat terrorism in all its forms.

The GCC and the EU recalled and reiterated their suppott for the constructive initiative of His
Highness Crown Prince Abdullah of Saudi Arabia, cndersed by the Arab League Suramit in
Beint in 2002, They welcomed the fact that this initiative was clearly reaffirmed at the Amb
League Summit which took place in Algiers on 22-23 March 2005.

The GCC 2nd the EU reiterated their strong and unequivocal condermation of the homendous
bombing that took place on 14 February in Beirut, killing former President of the Council of
Minicters Rafiq Hariri as well &s other imnocent civilians.

They extended their heartfelt sympathy to the fanily of Rafiq Hariri as well as to the families
of the othey victims and the wounded. Rafig Harri shall be remembered for his efforts to
rebuild Lebanon as well as for his commitment to the independence and sovereignty of the
country.

The GCC and the EU took stock of the UN inguiry and supported the establishing of an
independent international investigation commission with the necessary executive authority.

They both reaffimed their support for a sovereign, independent and democratic Lebanon and
vnderlined the importance of bolding free and fair elections without foreign fmterferemce or
influence. The Joint Council welcoraed the decision made by Syria to withdraw from Lebanon
before the cnd of April, in the framework of the implementation of UNSCR. 1559 and the Taif
Accord

6.1.2. Developments in relation to the EU Strategic Partnetrship with the Mediterranean and
the Middie East

The EU aod the GCC took the opportunity to review developments i relation to the “EU
Strategic Partnership with the Mediterranean and the Middle East™, which was adopted by the
European Counci! in June 2004, The EU gave an overview of this Partnership and presented
an analysis of the ELUJ's current engagzment with the counntries concemed, and suggested core
elements for this partnership. The EXJ and the GCC welcomed the importance attached to
consultation with the regional partners in the current period. They looked forward to further
contact in the peniod ahead and also looked forward to exploring the potential which is
offered by the Strategic Partnership for strengthening relations between the European Union
and GCC,

6.1.3. Security dialogune in the Gulf Region

The GCC and the EU exchanged views on regional recurity ssues. They agreed that the rise of
regional and border conflicts, interpationa] ierrotism, orgarised rime, the proliferation of
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small arms and light weapons and weapons of mass destruction, present serious threats to
security that can only be contained by increased international and regionel cooperation in these
ficlds. Both sides acknowledged that security and stability are necessary factors for peaceful
development both within and in-between countrics, as well as regional integration.

In this conrext, the EU presented its own experience with confidence-building measures in the
fraraework of co-operative and collective regimes on regional security.

6.1.4. Iran

The GCC and the EU welcamed the agreement reached with Iran regarding nuclear issues and
future cooperation on 15 November 2004 following negotiations with France, Germany and the
UK, supported by the EU High Representative. They welcomed Iran's decision to valuntarily
suspend all entichmert related and reprocessing activities and underlined the importance of
sustaining this suspension while long-term arrangements are being negotiated. They wged hran
1o provide full and proactive co-operation with the LAEA in resvlving all outstauding guestivns
in a spirit of full transparency and to ratify its additional protocol with the JAEA The GCC and
the EU gave their full support for the further efforts with a view to reaching an sgreement oo

long-term arrangements

Both sides expressed concern at the lack of progress towards resolution of the ternitorial conflict
between the Umnited Arab Emirates and Iran over Abu Musa and the Tunbs Islands. They
reiterated their support for a peacsful solution o the condlict in accordance with international
law, either thyough direct negotiations or by referring the issue to the Intemational Court of
Justice. : '

6.1.5. Traq

The GCC and the B1J congratulated the Iraqi people on the elections held on 30 Jaonary 2005
and paid tribute to the Iraqis who have shown courage, enthusiasm and determination in taking
part in these elections despite a difficult security situation. They underlined their contigued
support for the Iragi people and reaffirmed their willingness to work with the new Transtioneal
Nationzl Assembly and with the Iraqi ‘Transitionat Govemment once 1t has been formed. They
stressed the importance of achieving maximum inclusiveness im the transition process. The EU
and the GCC reaffirmed the mportance they aftach to the continuing fmplementation of the
next stages laid down by UN Security Council Resolution 1546 and in particular the drafting of
a permanent Constitution for Irag, leading to a constitutionally elected government by 31
December 2005, To this end, the GCC and the EU welcomed the recent appointment of the
speaker and deputies of ths Transitional National Assembly.

They called on all parties in Iraq to work together to establish a safe, stable, jndependent,
prosperous and democratic Jraq that is at peace with it neighbours and that upholds
international law, humag rights and cogperates constructively with jts neighbours, and whose
territorial integrity is preserved. The GCC and the EU reaffirmed their cormmitment to continue
to belp Iragi reconstruction, inclnding through significant financial contributions and debt
relief. The GCC and the EU reaffirmed the central role of the UN and expressed support for the
International Reconstruction Fund Facility for Iraq (IRFFY).

The two sides welcomed the Final Commumniqué of the Seventh Meeting of the Ministers of
Foreign Affairs of the Neighbouring Countrics of Iraq in Amunan on 6 Jaguary 2005 including
their agreement to intensify theis coopesation. They weleomed the Final Communigué of the
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Intemational Ministerial Meeting of the Neighbouring Countries of Iraq, the G& and China in
Sharm E] Sheikh on 23 Novembar 2004 *

The GCC and the ELJ reiterated their firmest copdemnpation of the terrorist attacks, murders and
hostage-takings which have been committed in Iraq. They expressed regret that the campajgn
of tarrorist viclence in Irag is prolonging the suffering of the Iaqi poople and hampering
political progress and rccomstruction in Irag. They deplored the taking of hostages in all
circumstances and called on those responsible 10 reiease immediatsly and wpharmed all
remaining hostages and to desist from eny further such activiry, :
The Joint Council expressed its strorig condemnation of the killing of thousands of Iraqi
citizens, Kuwaiti prisonars and citizens of other countrics as revealed by the discovery of mess
praves all aver Irag. They stressed the importance of halding officials of the deposed Iragi
rogime accountable and to bring them to justice for such beinous crimes,

6.2 Global issues

6.2.1. Terrorism

The GCC and the EU reiterated their strong end unequivocal condemnation of terrorism in 2l its
forms and manifestations, whatever the origin, cause or elleged motives. They reaffirmed teir
resolute commitment 10 combat terarism in full respect of hurnan rights and fundamantal
Fredoma,

The fight against terroricre muct coptinee to be given the bighest attention, both in injermational
fora and at national level, In this respect, they took note with interest of the valuable outcome of
the ntemetional Couner-1errorism Conference held in Riyadh from 5-8 Pebruary 2005 marked
by the unanimity of views on the threat that terorism constitnes 10 international peace, security
and stability and on the need for wide-ranging concerted action.

The GCC and the BU countries welcomed the very positive outcomes of the second GCC —
EU Countriss Joint Seminar on Combating Tarorst Financing, held in Abu Dhabi on 5-6
March 2005. At the seminar, the GCC and EU coumtries refrerared thelr firza position in
denouncing terrorism and terrorist Smaocing, They expressed their full commitment w
promoting universa) adherence to, and full implementation of, all 12 UN Conventions and
Protocols on Terrorism, including the UN Convention for the Suppression of the finzncing of
terroristn and relevant UNSC Rosolutions on temrorism as well as the 40+9 FATF
recommendations. The seminar further identified the steps teken by the GCC Countries and
the systems in force in these countries to counter money laundering and combat the ﬁnancin'%
of terrorism. The EU upderlined its determinadon to come to a speedy adoption of the 3
Mogey Laundering Directive and mentioned several other injtagves under way, regarding
cash cowriers and wine trancfers. The seminar upderlined the importance of contimuing
discussions and developing exchanges of information on relevant iggues such a3 charjtable
contributions, inforrnal money transfer systems, and the need for close cooperation at
national, regional and international level,

The Joint Council stressed the importance of continued dialogue between the GCC and the
EU and agreed to hold, on a regular basis, GCC-EU countries’ expert meetings. The State of
Qatar offerod to host one of the next seminars, which will focus on practical aspects of
cooperation and the exchange of best practices. The Joint Council welcomed the hosting by
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the Kingdom of Bahrain of the Repional Burean to combat money laundering in the Middle
Fast and North Africa in accordance with agreement reached with the Foamcial Action Task
Force.

6.2.2. Haman rights

The GCC and the EU reaffirmed that they share the universal values of respect for human
rights and democratic printiples, which form an essential element of their relations. They

welcomed recent developments relating 16 representative bodies in the region, including those

related to the Shura. They recalled the commitment of all states, as expressed at the World

Confexence on Human Rights in Vieana in 1993, that all human rights are universal,

indivisible, interdependent and imter-related. Both sides reiterated their coptinned

commitment to the promotion and protection of all human rights. The two sides cxpressed

their commitment to promote the wniversal values which they share, while bearing in mind

the significance of national and regional particularitics and various historical, cultural and

religious backgrounds. The (GCC and the EU emphasised the mmportance of respect and,
tolerance among people and called on all their members to fight any kind of extremism,

intolerzmee and discrimination, and to foster better understanding between peaples, religions

ond cultures, They expressed their shared willingness to reinforce their dialogue and develop .
concrete cooperation on human rights and invited officials to make proposals. Since the last

meeting of the Joint Councll, NGO's responsible for Human Rights have been established in

most GCC countries and are responsible for overseeing the unplemematmn of relevant UN

conventions and the laws of the respective countries.

The Joint Council weleomed the State of Qatar’s initiative to host the UN Human Rights
Centre for South-West Asia and the Arab region

6.2.3. Non-Proliferation

The GCC and the EU expressed deep concerm about the ongoing proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction, ouclear, biclogical and chemical, and their means of delivery, considering it

to be one of the most serious threats to peace, security and development. They reaffirmed .
their detesrrination to support all efforts to stem the proliferation of WMD and their means of
delivery, by both State and non-State actors, and in that context welcomed the adoption of
UN Security Council Resolution 1540. They also welcomed the activities vndertaken in the .
context of the Proliferation Secuyity Initiative, and called upon all states that have not yet

done s0 to subscribe to the ‘PSI Interdiction Principles’. Furthexmore they recalled the

objective to establish an cffectively verifiable 2one frea of weapons of mass destruction and

of their means of delivery, in the Middle East including the Gulf Region.

In this context, they underlined the importance of compliance with and implementation of
existing disamnament and non-proliferation treaties and agreements and other relevant
international obligations. Both sides aftached importance to the universalisation of
international mnstnements against the proliferation of WMD and their means of gelivery
through signature, accession or ratification, 2§ appropriate, of all reevant instraments. In this
respect, they called upon all countrics not yet paty io relevant treaties, including the Non-
Proliferation treaty, the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty and the Conventions an
biological and chemical weapons, to sign and ratify them as soon as possible. Furthermore
they encouraged a]) states in the Middle East that have not yet done so to subscribe to the
Hague Code of Conduct against ballistic missile proliferation and to conclude and bring into
force Additional protocols with the TAEA.
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‘The GCC and the EU also called on all countries in the Middle East to establish effective
systems of national export and transit controls of WMD-related goods a2nd technologics,
including end-use controls. ‘

7. It was agrood that the 16% meeting of the Joint Council would be held in the European Union in
2006."






