
General Assembly 
Security Council 

Distr.: General 
2 June 2005 

Original: English 

General Assembly 
Fifty-ninth session 
Agenda items 36, 37,62 and 148 

The situation in the Middle East 

Question of Palestine 

Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the 
region of the Middle East 

Measures to eliminate international terrorism 

Security Council 
Sixtieth year 

Letter dated 31 May 2005 from the Permanent Representative of 
Bahrain to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General 

I take pleasure in enclosing the Joint Communique o f  the fifteenth session of 
the Ministerial Meeting between the Gulf Cooperation Council States and the 
European Union, which was held in Manama, Kingdom of  Bahrain, on 5 April 2005 
(see annex). 

1 would appreciate it if you would have the present letter and its annex 
circulated as  a document  of  the General Assembly, under agenda items 36, 37, 62 
and 148, and o f  the Security Council. 

(Signed) Tawfeeq Ahmed Almansoor 
Ambassador 

Permanent Representative 

05-37191 (E) 130605 

I111111 11111 11111 11111 11111 11111 11111 1111 1111 



A1591824 
Sl20051363 

Annex to the letter dated 31 May 2005 from the Permanent 
Representative of Bahrain to the United Nations addressed to the 
Secretary-General 

Joint CommuniquC of the fifteenth session of the Joint Council 
and Ministerial Meeting between the Gulf Cooperation Council 
States and the European Union held in Manama, Bahrain, on 
5 April 2005 

1. The fifteenth session of thc Joint Council established in accordance w i t h  the Cooppati~n 
Agreemat between the European Community on the one hand, and the Starts of the Co- 
operation Council for the Arab States of thc Gulf (State of the United Arab W d o m  
of Bahmin, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Sultanate of Oman, Stau: of Qatar and State of Kuwait) 
on the other hand, was held in Manama on 5 April 2005. 

The GCC delegation was led by H.E Sheikh Mohammed Bm Mubank Al-Khalifa, DEputy 
Psime Minister, bbktcr of Foreign A5irs  of the Kingdom of Bahrain and Rcsidmt of the 
Ministerial Couacil of the GCC. The GCC S-t was rcpmtnted by HE. A b m  
Hamad Al-Attiyah, Secretary G m d  Tbe EU delegation was I d  by Mr. Jean Asselhm 
Deputy Pnmc Minister and W t e r  of Forf&~ Affairs and ImrmgraZion of hcmbourg md 
Resident of the Council oftbe Enropcnn Union The Eumpean. Commission was rEpresmtcd by 
Commissioners Eknita Farem-Waldner and Peta Mandtlson 

2. The meeting took place j, a fdendly and cxmshuctive atmosphae. In p r ~ p d o n  of this 
meeting, EU and GCC officials had md in Brussels on 8 March and 9 March in the Joint Co- 
operation Committee and for a Regional Political Dircctm' meeting i?%ptively. 

3. Implementation of the co-operptiou agreement 

The Joint Council stressed its shared politid will to furtha relations and Co-operation in all 
areas besides trade and cwnomic imes. ThC Ministers backed the agrecmfnts reached at the 
Joint CoopRation Committee and noted discussioru &mg regional directors, expressing m 
partidar th& shared mdincss in view of their next meeting in 2006 to undatah eahanced 
coopemtion that will encompass the politid, CcoDOmic and social fields; that would be 
modulated in function of the parties' interests and that would seek wnple?nCntaritics with other 
distinct but parallel initiatives. 

The Ministers invited their officials to follow up speciscally- in the economic area, through the 
hol-ding of a new Ecowmic dialogue m c h g  in June 

In additiou, &e Mmisters welcomed an-going cooperation in the mergy field and agreed on +he 
imporfame of strengthening such work. Finally, thc Ministas wdmmed tb,e decision of the EU 
and the GCC to further environment cooperation through meetings in the margins of 
intaaational conferences to d i s c u s  climate change jssues. Both sides also agreed to intensify 
their dial.ogue on environmental topics, in particular nn the issue of climate changc 

The Joint Council took note of the Q a t d  praposal to the World Trade Organisarm to add 
natural gas and its byproducts to the organisation's list of e n v i r W  goods. 

4. Free Trade Arm negotirtioas 

"be Joint Council reviewed the state of play on the EU-GCC Frcc Trade Arca negotiations and 
stated its poljtical commitment to conclude these negotiations without undue delays. The Parties 
welcomed progress achieved so far and noted areas what furthm progks was needed on the 
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trade and the poIjlical sides. They invited their respedivc Heads of negotiations to make rapid 
progress, in particular on services, industrial tariffs and public procurcmcnt. They also noted the 
Pl-bgresS made and thE importance of a rapid cond&~~~ of the negotiations on human rights, 
tmrkm, weapons of mass destruction and migmtion issues. The Joint Council mtcd that all 
thew negotiations constituted a sbgk undedcing and a true refltction of the overaIl of 
their relationship. The Minist.cn agreed that a new negotiating round should take place from rhe 
71b to the 9' of Juae in Brussels and win taketkncccrsary steps to atsure that the required 
cxchanges of offas, in particular on smviccs, have bkea place d5cientty in advarrce fcu 

todotheirutmostto 
conch& the negotiations at the earliest possiile stage and preferably before the end of 2005. 
The early wmplctioa of the FTA negotiations would q- t  a SigUikmi step towards thc 
establishment of a deepa GCC-EU &ondip, as tbe EU has lmdrrlintd in its initiative on thE 

fruitful negotiations. The Joint Council noted tbe Parties' comrmfment ' 

Smegic  Partnnhip. 

5. Exchange of vicws on developmeats in tbe two regions 

The Joint Council welcomed thc GCC report on the GCC Manama Summit in Dscanber 2004 
and noted progress  in vaaious fields including the integdon and -tion of d c  
s y s t m  and policies ( t h g h  the apprml nf a mnnher of nnified laws in the ag~%Atwd and 
industrid fidds), tht joint action on the wirairmcnt, ~ O I I  of thc emirwmcat and it9 

as the meaSurtS which have been taken by s e v d  GCC Mcslber states 01) political reform. In 
this regard, the Joint Council strnsed that the dcvuIopm& and modanisation ~poces~ on 
political, mnomic and social domajns should m e  h m  within the states and regjans 
concerned and bc o d  by them 

The European Union conveyed its vim regarding bilateral frcp trade agremmb by individual 
states with otha third Countries. The EU considers regional eumomic integration p e s s a ,  as 
imprtant inchumen& fnr peace. stability and pmspaity. 

The Joint Couwil heard an EU rep13 on the Sate of play ngarding &vdupme~~B within the 
ELI, including the Constitutional Treaty and thc cdzqcmcnt of the Union as wcn BS an 
int~oduction t o  tbe Saaiegic Pammhip and its mutual b d t s  for both the Union and the 

MtUd E5OlKCC$, the C O m p d l E R S k O  devclOpmC!lt O f  ed&On, and W m O S  aS W d l  

partner comt ia .  

6. Exchange of views on political questions of common interest 

The W C  and the EU revierred a s n i f f  of iatanatioaal and regional political issues of mutual 
interest and had an mchange of views on developments in the two regims with a view to 
suppodng and enhadog rc&rd peace, sccurity and Stbbilay, which remain shad forcign 
policy objectives of key importance. The GCC aad the EU reitcrttod their detemhtion to 
further develop this political dialoBie in onla to nerk common sc~lutions to t h e  common 
challenges facing their respective regions ardpeoplcs. 

6.1 Regional issuer 

6.1.1. Developments in the Middle East 

The GCC and tbe Eu welcomed r e c a  dcvelopmcots rcgar&ng the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
M particular the commitment made by both parties at the %arm El Shcikh Summit on 8 
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Tne GCC and the EU welcome tbe steps takrn by the Palestmian Authority to address the issuc 
of security and called 011 it to  continue its efforts in this regard Both sides also d e d  on the 
Imeli Govanx~~cnt to take further action to alleviate tbc dcring of Palestmirrmi by lifting 
prohiiitians on movemmt, rcvcxsing its settlment policy and rrversing tbe constm&on of 
s d e d  security faacc in the Palestinian imitory, in&% in d m d  East J d m  
With regard to the Istta, both sides acknowled~cd the Advisory Opinion of the InicmatiOna 
Court of h&cc of last 9 July. 

7.he GCC and the EU Mffkmcd thcircammitm& that all effo& 89 desuibed above haw to 
lead to a negotiated two-state sobtion a p e d  bhvcua the p d w  which would r suk  in a 
viablc, contipuous, wvcn5gn, democrah ’c and independenr Palestinian State living side by side 
in peace with hael, within reagoisad and suxue boden. Thcy also rcaEfmned their belief 
that the Quartet Roadmap, endorsed by UNSCR 1515, repn%entcd the route to achio% such 
an outcome, and called an both sides to Mi their obligations under the badmap. They noted 
with appreciation the statanent issued by the Quartel aftct its mecling in London on 1 March 
2005. 

l’he GCC and the EU confirmed thdr shared position that they would not ncognise any change 
to the prc-1967 borders other than hose anived at by agreement between tbc parties and tbat no 
declared views OD the possible rhapc of a final SettlEmcnt cauld pre-empt the negotiation of that 
smlcmcst  Thcy also noted that tbc rcfugec question and the manner in which the right of 
rdum may be nalised remained llso a Final Status isw and that the Roadmap stated that a 
final and comprchcnsivc p”mancnt stam agrcGmcnt that ended the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
must include an agreod j- fiir and realistic solution to this question 
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They agrced that Final Status issues mre a matts for ng0tiat.h aad betwem the 
two p d s  thansdves a d  must not be PrCj~dgd They firrtbcnn~rre umanrcd that SGCWC and 
reCogniscd bardas should emerge from negotiations behpem the parties in accordance with 
UN SCcUrity Council Resolutions 242,338.1397 and 1515. These aad other relevant scuaity 
Council Resoiutions must form thc basis for a just and lantiug settlement of the ocnflia 
The GCC and the EU stated that ajut., lastmg andiMmprrheaa 've peace must meet the 
le&imatc aspirations of both the IsacIi and Paleshian pboplc sad must include Lebanon and 
Syria. They also callcd on all Statcs in thc region to d way &It to promote peace and to 
combat temrism in all its fom.  
The GCC and the EU r d c d  and rcituated their suppott for the COSWUC& 've inaiaiive of Hh 
Highness Cmwn Prince Abdullah of Saudi Arabia, cndcned by the Arab League Surmnit in 
Beina m 2002. They welcomed the fact that this iuitiatjvc was clearly reaffirmed at the Arab 
League Summit which took place in Algicro on 22-23 Match 2005. 

The GCC and the EU reiterated their mng a d  unequiW condnrmalion of the h a r r d w  
bombing that took place on I4 Febary in Beiw. forma Prcridmt of the Council of 
Ministcn RatiqHax5 as well as other irmoccnt civilians. 

' h e y  mmded tbcL h&lt sympathy to thc famiy o f  Eafiq Hariri as rpdl a~ to the WCS 
of the other victims and the wounded R;lfiq IIariri shall be rancmbd for his tffm to 
rebuild Jsbanon as well as for hls cmnmi?me.at to the iadtpmdm and Sov- of the 
country. 

7 3 e  GCC and the El7 took stock of the UN inquiry and suppwkd the establishing of an 
indepmdent international investigation Commission with tbc naocssary &vc authority. 

They both re&cd their rmpport for a soverei& independcat a d  democratic Lebanon and 
underlined the imporhw of holding free and W eldons without fmign fntmftamcc or 
influence. The Joint Council welcomed the hision d o  by Syria to withdraw limn Lebanon 
before the cnd of April, in the h.ew0t-k of the implcmed~tation 0fUNSCR 1559 and the Taif 
Accord 

6.1.2 Development# in relation to the EU S ~ t t g i c  putnckhip'witl~ the Meditcrranem and 
the Middle East 

The EU and the GCC took the opporhdy to review dtvclopmmta in reliubn to thc $73 
Strategic Partuersbip with tbc M e d i m  and the Middle East", which was adopted by the 
European Council in June 2004. The IFU gave an ovavim of this Partupship and prrxated 

analysis of the EU's c m  er~gagrmcat with tht countries conccmtd. and suggcstcd wre 
&ments for this partnership. The EU and the GCC wdcomed tht importancC attached to 
consultation with the regional partners in the currcut paiod ThEy looked forward to furthqr 
contact in thc period ahcad and also loaked fonvud tm e x p l ~ h g  the potedtial which i s  
offered by the Strategic Partnmhip for strengthening r ~ l a h r ~ ~  between the Elpopcan Union 
and GCC. 

6.13. Security din lope  in the GulfRegion 

The GCC and the EU exchanged views on regional manity $sues. T h q  agrwd that the rise 05 
regional and border conflicts, lntemational tcnoTism, orgpised Tune, the proliferation of 
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small arms and light weapons and weapom of mass dtstruction, present s a i m  threats to 
security that can only be contained by increased international aad regional cooperation m these 
fields. Both sides acknowledged that security and stabiiity arc necessary factors for peaceful 
development both within and in-bctwccn Dolmtrits, as well as ngiopal integratia 

In this wnleif the EU prescntcd its own utperience with confdence-butldmg meaSlPtS m the 
fr?lmework of co-opesativc and coflative regime3 on mod Eenuity. 

6.1.4, Iran 

Thc GCC and the EU welcomed the agreement reached with Jran rcgankng nuclear issues and 
future m o p d o n  on I5 November 2004 following negotiations with Fmee, Gamany and thc 

supposed by tbe EU High R.eprcsmhtiv& They wvclcomed J m t s  decision to vohmtady 
suspend all enrichmeut dated and reprocessing activities and undmhcd the imporrance of 
Sustaining tbis suspension while long-term arrangemcnts arc being ncgotiated. They U@ kan 
to pmvidc full and pmactilrr co-operation witb the lAEA h rcsdviug all ouf.faudhg ywatiuus 
inaspiritofWI~~armcyandtorstifyitsadditionalprotocblwitbthe~TbcGCCand 
the Eu gave thck full suppox+ for the fiather effcrtr; wirh a view to reaching an apcement on 
lOn~-klTfI 5TallEfTiWIl!S 

Both sides expressed wnm ailbe lack of progress towards res0lutiOn of the terrjtorial conflict 
the United Arab Emkates and Iran over Abu Mu~a  and tbc Tun& Islands. They 

reiteratcd their support for a ptaceful solution io thc codha in accordance with international 
law, eithcr through direct ncgotiations or by referring the issue tu the International Court o f  
Justice. 

6.1.5. Sraq 

The GCC and the Eu congratulated tbc Iraqi pcople on the elections hdd on 30 Yanuar~ 2005 
and paid m i t e  to the Iraqii who have shown cornage, enthusiasm and determioation in taldng 
part in these doctiom despite a =cult s e c u r i ~  situation. They undalined their contioued 
support for the Iraqi people d reaEmmd thcir wilungness to work with the new Tmitiond 
Natimal Assembly and with the Iraq1 l ' m o n a l  Govemment once it has bem farmed. 
m e d  the kprtamx of achieving maximum lachtsivenesa is tbc transition proccss. The EU 
and the GCC m f h n e d  the they attach ta the continuing implemmtation of the 
ncxt stages laid downbyUNStcurity CwndRcsoiution 1% andmparhcularthcdraftingof 
a permanent Constitution for kaq, lcading to a constitutionaIly elated government by 31 
Dccembcr 2005. To this end, the GCC and the N welcomed th ncent appointmapt of the 
-ex and deputis of the Txansitid Eiatiod Assanbly. 

They called on al l  parties m Ixaq to work together to establish a safe, stable, indcpcndent, 
prosperous and demomitic kaq that is at peace with i t  neighbow aad that upholds 
internarional law, human rights a d  coopnates coawuctively with its neighbow, and who& 
territorial integrity is preacrvcd. The GCC aud the EX rea&md their commitment to continue 
to help Iraqi reconsbuctioq includin~ through signxjicant financial conn-ibmkm and debt 
relief. The OCC and the Eu r & r f f i d  the d rola of the UN wd expressed support for the 
International Remnstmtion Fund Facility for Iraq (IRFFI). 

The two sides welcomed the Final Communiqd of the Seventh Meeting of the Ministers of 
Fon5gn M a i t s  of the Neighbouring Counkics of Iraq in Amman on 6 Jarmary 2005 including 
their agrecmd to intensify theK coaperation Tbcy welcomed the Final C-uniiqUt of the 
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hkrnatiioaal Mlnisrenal Meeting of the Neigh- Colmnles of Iraq, the G8 and china in 
%arm U Sheikh on 23 Novmnher 2004 

T'ne GCC and the EU reitcrated their fumcst condemaarion of tbc terrorist attacks, m u r k  and 
hostage-rakxgs which have been committed in Iraq. Thcy expressed regret that the campaign 
of tenodd violace in hq i s  pr010nghg the suff-g of the h q i  p q l r  and h;lmoaing 
poli t id  prograss and rcMnsuucrion in Jiaq. They deplored tbe taking of hostages in aU 
circ-s arrd oallcd on chose msponsible 10 releae immdiatdy and unharmed d 
remainipg ho,d.egor and to dcsiet &om any furthcx d aaWry. 

T ~ B  Joint Coutlcil expressed its strong oondemnation of the killing of thousands of Iraqi 
citizens, Kuwaiti priMnm and citizens of orha countries aa revealed by the difcotary of mass 
graves all over h q .  They a h s e d  the k ~ o r t a n c c  of holding omials of the deposed hqi 
rcgime accountable and to b r h ~  thcm to justice for such bsinaus Crimes. 

6.2 Global issues 

63.1. Terrorism 

The GCC and the Eu reiterated h e i r  strong and uncquivd condami~tion o f m m i s r n  in all its 
firms and m e s t a t i o n r ,  whatever the origin, w e  or d e g d  rnotivcs. Tbq rcafjsnned rheff 
msolutte commirmmt u) combat tmnrism in full respeot of humaa rigb and bdamu ih l  
beadoma.  

Tbe fight 
fm and at nadonal level. In this rcspu& tb,ey took note with i n t d  of the valuable outt~mc of 
thc IT&UE&~ C ~ ~ - t a r o r i s m  Coaference held in Xydh ~ I U  5-8 P- 2005 marlcad 
by the UnrmJmitY of views on the h t  that tcrmrism TO intwtiicmal p m .  S&~Y 
and stability and on thc need for wideraaging oon&cd action 

The GCC and thc EtJ countries welcomed the very positive outcomes of the rccond GCC - 
Gv Countries Jaint Seminar on combating Tarwist Pinaacing. held Is Abu Dhabi on 5-6 
March 2005. At &a &, the GCC and EU counQia mRuattd the& Zirm position in 
denouncing te-s~~rism ard teJrorist &awing. They ~ a s s d  thGir W d t ~ 3 $  u] 

promoting universal adherence to, a d  full implcmmtation of, all 12 UN Conveationa and 
Ptorotols on Tenmi- including the UN C o n m o n  for the Sqppmdon of the of 
tamxism and ralevast UNSC Rcsoluticrns an tmOIfSm as well as the 40-W FATF 
recommendations. The semioU Wsr idsntSed the steps t h  by the OCC Counuies and 
the systcms in force in these countrits to COUTI~M nioney Jaundaiag and combkt the financin 
of terrorism ?he EU undaha l  its daaminadon to come to a speedy adoption of rbe 3 
Money Laundering Directive and mdancd  s e v d  oacr inidadves d e r  way. regarbg 
r -  couriers and wire +fern. 'Ib. suminar d & e d  &= importlnce of contfnuinp 
ais~ussions and developing axchanges of inforrmtion on relm7lot ieeuca suoh a8 cha~itablc 
contn'butionq informal money tmnsfer systems. and the need for close wopmtion at 
national, regional and intmnational Icvd. 

The Joint Couacii. stresscd the importance of coatinued dialogue betwoen the OCC and rhe 
EU and agreed to hold. on a regular hasir, GCC-EU countries' expert meetings. The Statc of 
Q a h  o E d  to hod m o  of &c next seminars. wMch urill focus on pmr;tiiuI aspectu of 
coopastion and tbe 8;ChangE of best pructks. The Iaht Couzlcil welcomed the hosting by 

term- mud costiraJD to bm given ths Mgbeat mttaxtion. both in intcma~ 'anal 
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the Kuydom of Bahrmn of the Regional BUMU to cambat money lauadning in the Middle 
Fnd and No& Africa in acmnhxe with apeunmt reached with the F m d a l  Action Task 
FOIW 

6.22. Human righti 

The GCC and the Eu rea&mcd that they share the universal values of nrptd for human 
rights and damcratiic prieciples, which form an tss~~ltial elemeut of thdr rchti0ns. They 
welcomed recent dmlopmmts relating to reprSmWh bodia in the region, a h g  those 
related to the shnra ~ h t y  rtcalled the commitment of all as cxprtsscd at tbe World 
Conhence on Human Rights m Vierma in 1993, that all humad nghm Id Unh’m4 
indivisible, interdeptndmt and inter-rektcd Both sides reiteded their Continued 
commitma to the promotion and protection of all ,human rights. Ibc two Sides 
tbet commitment to prmnotcthc universal d u e s  whichthcy &ax, wbile bearing in mind 
the significance of ~ t i o n a l  and r c g i d  particularities and VaribOJ hist- cultural and 
r c l i  b a c k g m d .  ?hC K C  and the EU anphasiscd the rmpoaaDcc of rupect and, 
tolaaacc among pmple and d e d  on all thcir m m h  to 6@ any kind of m m q  
intolaanec and disaimiuatiw aad to fosk beurn 
d oultuns. T h q  cxpmsd th& ahsrcd wilhgaws to rsinfmcs thsir dialogue and dovalop 
concrctc coopcmtion on human rig?~ts and mvited officials to make pmposals. Since the last 
meeting of the Joint Council, NGO’s responsible for H m  Rights have bccn cstablishcd in 
most WC muitits and arc rcsponsiblc for oversecinp the implementation of relevant UN 
convmtim and the laws of the nspective countries. 

The Joint Council welcomed ihc State of Qatar’s initiative to hobt thc UN H ~ m a n  Rights 

betwee0 peoples religions 

catre for south-west Asia and the Arab m@l 

6.23. Non-Proliferation 

The C i C  and thc EU expressed deep m~cem about the ongoing proliferation of weapane o f  
mass dcstructiaq nuclear, biological and chemical, and their means of delivery, d d c r i n g  it 
to bc one of the most serious &-cats to pcace, sermity and development They naBmo.3 
thcir detexmination to support all  efIbrts to stem tbe proliferation of WMD and their mtans of 
delivq, by both State and xion-Statc actors, and m tbat contact wclcaaned the adoption o f  
UN m y  Council Resolution 1540. ?hey also welcomed the activities undatakcn in the 
context of the Proliferation Senaity Iuitiativq and called upon all statcs that have not yet 
done so to subscnbe to thc ‘PSI Interdiction Princilcs’. Furthennorr: +hey r d e d  the 
0bjCc0ve to estabJisb an eff&ively verihblc zone h of weapons of mass dcskmtion and 
of their meam of deLiwy, in the Middle East including the Golf Region 

In this context, they underlined the importance of compliance with and implementation o f  
existing disarmament and non-pmliimtion trcahes and agreemeats and otha nlmaqt 
inrcrnational obligations. Both s i b  attached impartanct to the univpsalisatim of 
international instnzments against b e  pmlifaation of WMD and their means of delivery 

~wp-l, tbcy called upon all caxuriw not yn parry to relevant treaties, including the Non- 
Proliferation treaty, the Caaprehcnsve Nuclear Test Ban Trcaty and the Comgltions on 
biological and chemical weapons, to sign ,d ratiry than as soon BS possible Funh~morc 
they muragcd  dl states is t2a Middle East that have not yet done XI to subscriic to thn 
Hague Co& of Crmduct against b.llistlc misulc proliferation and to d u d e  and bring into 
f- Additional pmtoeols with the XAE.4. 

through signature, acc~sim or ratification, 8s apmpriste, of all relevant instmmmt %Inthis 
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The GCC and the EU also called on all countria in the Middle East to establish @C&C 

systems of wrport and t t a ~ ~ i t  controls Of WMU-ffihtCd go& and teCln010gi~a. 
kludjng Cnd-use controls. 

7. It m agrcod tbal tho 16' mccting of the Joint Council would be hcM in tbe European Upion in 
2006. ' 
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